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SportsWorld IsRockingtheWorld, OneHigh School at aTime

NFL'’s Lee Rouson and Dave Szott Speak to Area High Schools

By Jo Schloeder

Fourteen-year-old Hannah thought
nobody cared. Pregnant and hopeless,
shedrank, took drugs, cut herself, and
tried to find love and acceptance by
having sex with different boys. Then, a
SportsWorld pro cameto her school
and rocked her world with amessage
of hope, and Hannah redized therewas
adifferent way.

“We challenge students with the
message that weare not born winners,
wearenot bornlosers... weareborn
CHOOSERS,” said L ee Rouson, two-
time Super Bowl champion New York
Giant. “We share our own life
experiences, hdpingthemrecognizethe
consequences of their choiceswhile
challenging them with a message of

hope.”

Rouson, alongwith NY Jetsassi stant
coach Dave Szott, who played for the
Jets, Kansas City Chiefs and
Washington Redskins, head up the
New York/New Jersey division of
SportsWorld, anational organization
foundedin 1978. Theorganization's

mission isto bring pro athletes into
school assembly programs where
playerscapturetheattention and hearts
of students, and usetheir celebrity to
hammer home messages about the
consequences of trying to usedrugs,
alcohol and violenceto curetoday’s
problems.

According to Rouson, afather of four
and New Jersey resident, the need for
prevention and motivation programs
like SportsWorldisoverwhelming.

“Everyday in America, over 4,000
children are arrested and almost ten
percent of those are for drug abuse
charges,” hesad. “When children hear
from asports celebrity that there are
alternatives to their abusive and
destructive behavior, they respond.”

Hesad that the suicide statisticamong
childrenisthemost devagtating, making
hisinvolvementintheorganizationvitaly
important.

“Fiveyoung people under the age of

20 will commit suicide in America
tomorrow. At SportsWorld, we help
prevent that,” Rouson said.

Make no mistake about it —thisisn’t
the sugarcoated assembly program of
daysgoneby. SportsWorldassemblies
tacklesthetoughest issueshead on. At
atypical assembly program, students
will hear and talk about everything from
drug and alcohol abuse, to sex,
smoking, and suicide...and they hear
pros share personal experiences on
eachtopic, hepingthekidstorecognize
the potentia cost of their choices After
theassambly, they fill out comment cards
to givetheir reactionsto the program
anditsimpact ontheir lives.

And the comments are simply
astounding... or should | say,
devadtating?

Chelsee, an eleventh grader, said, “|
agreewith (your speech) completely.
I’vebeendrunk alot.”

And Andrea, grade 12, said, “You
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madesomevery goodpoints... l ama
recovering drug addict and now a
soon-to-be-mother.”

Her classmate Lauren, added, “The
message got throughto me ... drugs,
alcohol, and sex arebad.”

“1 felt you showed methat even when



everythingisbad, suicideisn’'tanoption,
aswdll asdrugs, acohol, and tobacco.
| feltit waspowerful. | couldrelateto
thefeeling of beingleftinthedark and
fedingvery hopeless,” said Thomas, a
sophomore.

And Thomasisn't theonly onefeeling
hopeless.

Hanna, asoasophomore, said, “1 agree
withyour thoughts...I canrelatetoyour
message because I’ ve had sex before
and many of my friendsareondrugs. |
have cut myself before but no one
knows.”

And, out of themouths of babes, young
Mason, aneighth grader, put it thisway,
“1 thought you were the most honest
person | have ever heard from. You
mademequit smoking.”

It'shardtoimagine... A 17-year-old
who isarecovering drug addict and
soon-to-be mother, a16-year-old who
drinksalot, a15-year-old who feels
hopel ess, a 13-year-old who smokes,
and al15-year-oldwho hashad sex and
cutsherself for attention.... al injust
one school assembly program. Yet,
each reacted positively to the powerful
message presented to the studentsina
non-judgmental, non-preaching
manner.

The end result? When the world
revolvesaround sports, pro athletescan
make an impact that scoresbiginthe
lives of kids. After a Sports World
program, students make changesthat
will forever effect their lives. Drugand
alcohol abusers find freedom from
chemical control; kids who were
dropping out are propelled to academic

leadership; and kids who were
previoudy amlessnessand suicidefind
that someone really does care about
them, and thelr hopel essnesstransforms

intomeaningful, purposeful living.

But there are so many more kids to
reach.

Despitethefact that each year, Sports
World prosreach out to an average of
750,000 students, teachers, and
adminigratorsnationwide, herein New
Jersey thereisinsufficient funding to
bring this dynamic and motivational
programto all of the schoolsthat need
their services. Though thegroup has
recently attracted the attention of some
bignamesponsorslikeTrinity Financid
Sports& Entertainment Management
Co., Millstone, they look for clubsand
serviceorganizationsto“ sponsor” their
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local visits and cover the costs of
bringing pros to multiple school
assembliesinonetown.

“They don’t just swoop inon aschool
andleavetown,” said Peter Grandich,
whose company Trinity Financial has
just signed on to help Sports World
increaseit vighility herein New Jersey.
“They stay in one school district for
several days, holding multiple
assemblies so each and every student
can experiencetheir message.”

Why soimportant toreach out to every
kid? Grandich explained with passion:

“Because the one student you miss
could be one of the five who plan to
taketheir livestomorrow. It'sTHAT
important.”

Who can arguewith that logic?



